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This pathfinder will be useful in finding information about 

‘Staycations’  -  a vacation spent at or near your own home, rather 

than traveling to other states or exotic locales. ‘Staycations’ can be 

as simple as pitching a tent in your own back yard to creating 

games and activities for your children at home. During the holidays 

enjoy art fairs and musical performances in your city or day visits 

to historical venues near you.  Couples’ and girls’ weekends might 

include traveling to a nearby location and enjoying an overnight 

hotel or a bed and breakfast stay. Be creative! Design your own 
‘Staycation’ at home in Iowa. 

 

Key Resources at a Glance:  
 Celebrate Iowa : An Entertaining Tour of 103 Festivals and 

Events   (2012)   [977.7 ODE] 

 The Great American Staycation: How to Make a Vacation 

at Home Fun for the Whole Family (and Your Wallet!)   

(2009)   [917.304 WIX] 

 See Des Moines: An excellent source for discovering 

seasonal entertainment in the Des Moines area as well as 

year-round travel adventures. Be sure to check out the 

coupons and discounts noted in the website. Another great 

feature on the site is a calendar which lists a multitude of 

varied activities to please all ages. You’ll find art activities, 

music venues, live theatre choices and much more.                       

www.seedesmoines.com/ 

 Bed and Breakfasts Iowa: A recommended list of popular 

spots throughout Iowa. (Keep in mind that links and 

establishments may become inactive at any time.) 

www.bedandbreakfast.com/iowa.html?gclid=CMqahsuOtr

MCFcxAMgod5U8A6Q 

 

Resources 
 

Books 

 Off the Beaten Path   (2010)   [917.77 IOW] 

 Iowa Spaces, Places, Faces: An Entertaining Ride Through 

all 99 Counties   (2009)   [977.7 ODE] 

 Oddball Iowa: A Guide to Some Really Strange Places   

(2005)   [917.77POH] 

 Iowa Curiosities : Quirky Characters, Roadside Oddities & 

Other Offbeat Stuff    (2005)   [917.77 COF] 

 The Great Iowa Touring book: 27 Spectacular Auto Tours 

    [917.77 WHY] 

 
 
Search Terms  
(Use for computer searches) 

 Staycations 

 Iowa Travel 

 Des Moines Travel 

 Iowa Bed and Breakfasts 
 

Subject Headings 
(Use in card catalogs and print indexes) 

 Iowa - travel 

 Iowa – guidebooks 

 Vacations 

 Family recreation 
 

Call Number 

 977.7 (Dewey Decimal) 

 917.304/77 (Dewey Decimal) 
 

Indexes and Abstracts 

 EBSCOhost 
  Log on to www.johnstonlibrary.com 

  On the homepage, click the Virtual     

Library link located in the left hand 
column. Then choose Informational 

Databases and scroll through the 

choices and click on EBSCOhost. 

  Enter your library barcode – no 

spaces. 

 Click on the databases you want to 

search and click submit. 

 Enter search terms.   

 If a full text link is provided by the 

citation you can get it online.  If not, 

call the Reference desk at the library 
and we will attempt to get the article 

for you. 
 

Library catalogs 

 Johnston Public Library Catalog 

www.johnstonlibrary.com 
 

 Urbandale Public Library 

Catalog 

www.urbandalelibrary.org 
 

 SILO - State-wide catalog 

http://z3950.silo.lib.ia.us 

If you find a book on this website, 

we will attempt to get the item for 

you through our interlibrary loan 

service. 

Search Aids 
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Multimedia Resources 

 Iowa, Bennett-Watt HD Productions    (2005)       

[DVD 977.7 IOW] 

 
 

 

Web Pages and Web Portals 

 Travel Iowa: An in-depth, up to date resource for travel throughout the state with the ability to 

search by location and a detailed calendar of events. www.traveliowa.com/ 

 Travel Iowa Guides: A link from the Travel Iowa site which allows you to request tourism 

guides directly from the website. www.traveliowa.com/OrderTravelGuide.aspx 

 10 Staycation Ideas: Although this site includes advertising, there are several ideas which will 

inspire you to create your own adventure at or near home with links to other destination ideas.   

http://harperdavis.hubpages.com/hub/10-Staycation-Ideas 

 Iowa.gov-For Visitors: Another detailed website listing all types of activities and destinations 

throughout the state providing ideas for day trips or overnight stays.   

www.iowa.gov/For_Visitors 

 As noted in their website, “Silos & Smokestacks National Heritage Area preserves and tells 

the story of American agriculture and its global significance through partnerships and activities 

that celebrate the land, people, and communities of the area.” A site calendar lists activities as 

varied as exhibitions of quilts and art nouveau, farm toy shows and storytelling in a variety of 

northeastern Iowa towns and cities. Something for everyone! www.silosandsmokestacks.org/ 

 
A Few Local Tourist Attractions for your ‘Staycation’ 

 Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad  and Museum:  www.scenic-valleyrr.com/ 

 State Capitol of Iowa: www.legis.iowa.gov/Resources/tourCapitol.aspx 

 Iowa Hall of Pride: http://www.iowahallofpride.com/ 

 Iowa State Fairgrounds: Year round activities for your family to enjoy! 

www.iowastatefairgrounds.org/event-calendar/ 

 State of Iowa Law Library: www.legis.iowa.gov/Resources/Tour/Today/lawLibrary.aspx 

 Iowa Gold Star Military Museum: www.iowanationalguard.com/Museum/Museum.htm 

 The Amana Colonies: amanacolonies.com/ 

 

 

Unique Books to Inspire a ‘Staycation’ in Iowa 

 Buildings of Iowa    (1995)    Reference section    [R977.7 GEB] 

 Carnegie Libraries of Iowa   (2003)   [977.7 WIT] 

 The Iowa Road Guide to Haunted Locations   (2007)   [917.77LEW] 

 
 

 
Note: Always research and call in advance of your visit to ensure that hours, pricing, etc. are current. 
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