
City of Johnston
I O W A

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
$90,443 - $131,143

Competitive benefits package includes dental, vision, life insurance, IPERS and generous PTO

Apply at cityofjohnston.com/jobs by October 31

Dear Colleague,

The City of Johnston is currently recruiting for the Public Works Director position.  We invite you 
to review the position details on the back of this page and hope that you find interest in what we 
have to offer.

If you find that this position isn’t right for you, could you please pass this on to other Public 
Works professionals who may be ready for this next step in their career?

Thank you for your consideration and help!

Warm Regards,
Jim Sanders, City Manager



CITY OF JOHNSTON, IOWA • PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

The Community

The Department & Position

In Johnston we have the luxury of being close to 
downtown Des Moines and even closer to nature. 
Situated perfectly just north of the capitol city off 
interstate 35-80, we have strong schools, good 
jobs, 35+ miles of trails, responsive government, 
safe neighborhoods and wide open green 
spaces. Johnston’s 2015 population is 20,460. 
That’s an increase of more than 135% from 2000 
and 19% from 2010.

A 2015 community survey showed 92 percent 
of residents are satisfied or very satisfied with 
the quality of life here. That’s 19 percent above 
the national average in quality-of-life rankings.  
That survey shows we rank above the national 
average in 43 of 45 areas, including quality of 
city services, feelings of safety, cleanliness of city 
streets, value of city services, quality of fire and 
police protection, and overall image of the city.  
The highly sought after Johnston Community 
School District is among the best in the nation. 
During the recent recession, home values 
actually grew here as they plummeted all over 
the country. Thanks to good leadership, Johnston 
has an AA+ bond rating and the fourth lowest city 
tax rate in Greater Des Moines.

Two blue-chip companies, John Deere 
Financial and DuPont Pioneer, have their world 
headquarters located in the heart of our city. 
The Iowa National Guard Headquarters is also 
located here and contributes $35.3 million 
annually to our economy. The number of small 
businesses here continues to grow, powered by a 
strong and active chamber of commerce.

Johnston is strong, and buoyed by a solid Des 
Moines metro.  Policom Corporation recently 
ranked the Des Moines metro as the number 
one metro for economic strength in the U.S.  The 
accolades keep pouring in:  Best Cities for Jobs, 
Top Ten Places with the Most Job Opportunities 
per Capita, and Best Cities for Raising a Family.

The Johnston Public Works Department 
consists of streets, construction and stormwater 
observation, waste water, water, and traffic and 
facilities divisions. The Public Works Director is 
responsible for overseeing all operations and 
activities of the City Public Works Departments 
including personnel management, budget 
development, long-range planning for all public 
works; including the sewage collection system, 
water distribution system, street system, storm 
sewer collection system, and city-owned facilities 
for this rapidly growing community.  Qualified 
candidates will have a minimum of five years 
of progressively responsible administration 
and supervisory work experience in an urban 
municipal work environment.

Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree 
required.  Successful candidate must possess a 
valid Iowa Commercial Drivers License with class 
A air brake option or have ability to obtain one 
within 30 days of hire.  Post-offer physical and 
drug screen required. 

Apply at cityofjohnston.com/jobs by Oct. 31


