
For more information about the city, please call 515.278.2344For more information about the city, please visit  www.cityofjohnston.com

CITY NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2016

BIKE TRAIL SAFETY TIPS

CONTACT US!
CITY HALL
6221 Merle Hay Road
PO Box 410
Johnston, IA 50131
Phone: 515-278-2344
Fax: 515-278-2033
MAYOR
Paula Dierenfeld
252-8888
psd@nyemaster.com 
CITY COUNCIL
Gerd Clabaugh, Mayor Pro-Tem
252-7568
gerdclabaugh@msn.com

Matt Brown
986-5690
brown4johnston@gmail.com

Tom Cope 
278-7074
tomwcope@msn.com

David Lindeman
339-2008
david@thelindemans.com

John Temple
270-0611
JohnT-CofJ@q.com

JOHNSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
6700 Merle Hay Road
278-5233 

JOHNSTON POLICE & FIRE 
6373 Merle Hay Road
278-2345 (24 hours)
Emergency: 9-1-1 
       
JOHNSTON PUBLIC WORKS 
6400 NW Beaver Drive
278-0822
FAX: 727-8092 

JOHNSTON PARKS DEPARTMENT
6300 Pioneer Parkway
727-8091
FAX: 727-8092 

CROWN POINT
COMMUNITY CENTER AND
SENIOR DINING CENTER
6300 Pioneer Parkway
251-3707

 Springtime is the beginning of severe weather season in Iowa. When Johnston 
experiences weather that includes dangerous winds, the outdoor warning sirens are 
activated.  The sirens are activated when tornadoes and storm events are forecasted 
or actual winds reach or exceed 70 miles per hour. The sirens are designed to be heard 
outdoors to warn people to seek shelter. The sirens will sound for 3-5 minutes followed 
by a 10-15 minute break for the duration of the threat.  Outdoor weather sirens do not 
transmit an ‘all clear’ signal.  Residents need to monitor local news stations to know when 
the most dangerous weather has passed.

 In Johnston we are fortunate to have more than 35 miles of trails that wind through 
neighborhoods, parks and along many busy roadways.  However, trails are not available 
everywhere. Below are some tips to keep you safe on the trails or when you need to share the 
road with other vehicles.

• A bike path free of cars is a great choice if there is one in your area.  Please remember to 
share the path with other riders, walkers, and strollers that might also be using it.  When passing, 
always use the command “On your left!” This will alert slower moving cyclists and walkers of your 
presence and that you intend to pass them. 

• Be alert at driveways. Always assume that a vehicle will not see you.

• Cross only at designated intersections.

• Helmets should not be optional for anyone in your family, no matter where you are or how 
short the ride. Thousands of children are seriously injured in bicycle-related accidents each year, 
and most could have been avoided if a helmet had been worn. 

GET PREPARED FOR SEVERE WEATHER SEASON

  KEEP UP WITH CITY NEWS & EVENTS ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER
  Facebook and Twitter are two terrific ways you can learn more about the Johnston community and what’s happening here. 
We invite you to like us on Facebook at City of Johnston Government, and follow us on Twitter @cityofjohnston. 

 This construction season, you will see improvements made to NW 70th Avenue, NW 100th Street, 
NW 55th Avenue, NW 60th Avenue, Terra Park and NW Beaver Drive Trail.  We want to keep you fully 
informed on progress, schedules and detours related to each project. Please visit the project web 
pages at cityofjohnston.com/projects to learn more about each one. Thank you for your patience 
as we continue to improve our community. 

  LEARN MORE ABOUT CITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS ONLINE

  JOHNSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT: KEEP THE WREATH REDCOMPOST IT! SEASON BEGINS MARCH 28
 The Compost It! yard waste program offered by the Metro 
Waste Authority provides curbside collection of yard waste from 
March 28 through November 22.  The collection is provided 
on the same day as your garbage collection. To participate, 
items must placed in Compost It! Bags (no sticker required) or 
a brown paper bag with a Compost It! sticker attached. Yard 
waste also includes tree debris (sticks and branches) that is 
securely tied together in bundles no longer than 48 inches and 
no wider than 18 inches with a Compost It! sticker attached. 
Compost It! bags and stickers can be purchased at City Hall and 
participating grocery and hardware stores.

Residents may also participate in the Premium Compost It! 
Program. Under the premium program, residents can pay for 
the delivery and use of a 96-gallon wheeled collection cart 
(the cart can be used for multiple years and will be emptied 
on your regular collection day). Residents must pay an annual 
fee to Metro Waste Authority to cover weekly collection and 
disposal of yard waste. For more information or to sign up for 
the program contact City Hall at 278-2344.

 The City of Johnston has planned a variety of ways for you to 
spruce up your home, neighborhood and community this spring.  

$25 Tree Sale - April 12    

City-Wide Curbside Cleanup Event - April 18 & 19 

Free Tire & Tree Branch Disposal - April 21, 22 & 23

Community Cleanup Day - April 23

Free Shred Day - April 23

Visit cityofjohnston.com/spring to learn more!

  VARIETY OF SPRING CLEANUP EVENTS COMING IN APRIL

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS PLANNED
 A wide variety of fun, family-friendly events are planned for our community this spring and 
summer. Mark your calendar for Kites on the Green, Green Days, the Mayor’s Bike Ride, Johnston 
Farmers’ Market, Jazz in July, Camp Dodge Summer Concert Series and Sundae in the Park!

Learn more about all of these events by visiting cityofjohnston.com/upcomingevents today!


