
Notice of Proposed 
Development 

         City of Johnston, Iowa 
 
May 1st, 2015 
 
PZ Case No. 15-16; Birchwood Crossing PUD Amendment   
 
Bison Corporation has submitted a request to amend the Birchwood Crossing PUD to 
allow motorcycle sales and service in Parcel D and to further allow interstate oriented 
signs for their proposed project.  The amendment would allow for the construction of a 
+/- 25,000 square foot building on approximately 5 acres that would be home to Bison 
Motorcycle and apparel, the authorized Indian Motorcycle dealer for the Des Moines 
metro area. 
 
Applicant: 
Bison Corporation- Attn. Doug Kauth 
43229 Whisper Creek Road 
Yankton, SD 5266 
(515)280-2059 
bisondist@gmail.com  
 
Meeting Schedule: 
Planning and Zoning Commission, Monday, May 11th, 2015 
 
City Council, June 1st, 2015 (Tentative) 
 
Both meetings will be held in the Council Chambers of Johnston City Hall, 6221 Merle 
Hay Road and begin at 7:00 p.m. The public is welcome and invited to attend the above 
noted meetings and an opportunity will be provided for you to make comments on the 
proposed request.   
 
Staff Contact: 
Comments and questions about this application may be directed to: 
David Wilwerding, AICP 
Community Development Director 
City of Johnston 
6221 Merle Hay Road, Box 410 
Johnston, IA 50131 
Phone: (515) 727-7775 
Email: dwilwerding@cityofjohnston.com 
 
 
 

mailto:bisondist@gmail.com�
mailto:dwilwerding@cityofjohnston.com�


 
Attachments: 
Vicinity Map 
PUD Master Plan 
Neighborhood Mailing List  
Development Concept/ Applicant Proposal  
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M_OWNER M_ADDR M_CSZ
ROBERT STETSON 5305 NW BURR OAK DR JOHNSTON, IA 50131-1711
PATRICK ARTHUR 5315 NW BURR OAK DR JOHNSTON, IA 50131-1711
CITY OF URBANDALE 5100 72ND URBANDALE, IA 50322
LINDA MITCHELL 5303 NW BURR OAK DR JOHNSTON, IA 50131-1711
ROBERT WOODSMALL 7680 NW 54TH DR JOHNSTON, IA 50131-1783
JOHNSTON COMM SCHOOL DIST 7370 NW 54TH JOHNSTON, IA 50131
ROBERT WEAST (TRUSTEE) 5324 NW 78TH CT Johnston, IA 50131
HUBBELL REALTY CO 6900 WESTOWN PKWY West Des Moines , IA 50266
DOUGLAS APPLEGATE 5325 NW 78TH CT JOHNSTON, IA 50131-1707
SANSGAARD GROUP INC 8101 BIRCHWOOD ST JOHNSTON, IA 50131
ERIC ZIEL 8001 BIRCHWOOD PKWY JOHNSTON, IA 50131



 
Proposed Development  

Birchwood Crossing 
City of Johnston, Iowa 

 



Proposed Project Approach 



Bison Motorcycle and Apparel 
• Premium motorcycle dealership 

focused on Customer Services 
• Motorcycle  Sales 

– Indian Motorcycles 
– Motorcycle Trikes 
– Pre-Owned American V-Twin 

• Customization 
• Service and Repair 
• Storage (Indoor, climate controlled) 
• Motorcycle and Casual Apparel 

– Anticipated to be 1/3 of business 
– www.bisonapparel.com  

 
 

http://www.bisonapparel.com/


Proposed Project Vision 
• +/- 25,000 sf with approx. +/- 15,000 sf 

internal mezzanine on a +/- 5 acre 
• Integration of the American Bison and 

American Prairie 
• Premium image and customer-focused  
• Mix of quality materials demonstrating 

a “permanent” look and feel,  
• Incorporation of the Bison Corp. 

branding while integrating building with 
the others in area 

• Versatile and functional design 
• Modern and progressive  
• Site design to allow for events and year 

round opportunities 

 
 
 

 



Development Team 
• Bison Corporation 

– Jean and Doug Kauth, Owners 
– Avid motorcyclists 
– Conditional Letter of Agreement with 

Polaris and Indian 

• Shingobee 
– Shingobee Real Estate Company, LLC 

• Jon Fahning, Vice President – Real Estate 
• Development Manager for Bison Corporation 

– Shingobee Builders, Inc. 
• Chris McKane, Senior Project Manager 
• General Contractor for Bison Corporation 

• Hubbell Corporation 
– Current property owner/Seller 
– Viewed as a “Partner” in the project 

 



Design Team 
• Watkins Architects Ltd. 

– Architect and Structural Engineer 
– Fleetwood, PA 
– Extensive motorcycle dealership 

experience (50+) 

• Engineering Resource Group, Inc. 
– Civil Engineer and Land Surveyor 
– Des Moines, Iowa 
– Birchwood Crossing design engineer  

• Confluence 
– Landscape Architect, Irrigation Design, 

and Storm Water Reuse (proposed) 
– Des Moines, Iowa 

• Miller Retail Design 
– Indian Motorcycle Interior Designer 



Construction Team 
• Shingobee Builders, Inc. 

– General Contractor / Project 
Management / Construction Manager 

– Non-self performing 
– Minneapolis, Minnesota 
– Extensive Upper Midwest Experience 
– Chris McKane, Senior Project Manager 

• Septagon Construction Company, Inc. 
– Building Contractor / Construction 

Consultant 
– Grimes, Iowa  

• Subcontractors 
– Pull from local subcontractor and skilled 

trade base in area 
– Best-value bid process 



Why Johnston/Birchwood Crossing? 
• Growing and progressive community 
• Site approved by Indian Motorcycle 

– 4 month site selection process 

• Strategic location  
• Demographics 
• Freeway Visibility and Convenient 

Access 
• Growth opportunities 

– Additional land options 
– Expansion of facility and/or 

complimentary use/business 
– Events and area amenities  

 

 



Proposed Site Plan 





Proposed Elevations 
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Proposed Floor Plans 
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Proposed Materials 







Proposed Site Art Work 



 



Sample Interior Images 
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Proposed Signage 
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