
JOHNSTON CITY COUNCIL 
Worksession No. 16-12 
Johnston City Hall, 6221 Merle Hay Road 
June 6, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. UPDATE ON NW AREA SPEED LIMITS

4. CONSIDER TIF REQUEST FROM DSM INVESTMENTS. INC.

5. MWA YARD WASTE DISCUSSION

6. RENTAL PROGRAM INSPECTION UPDATE

NO CLABAUGH 

Posted on June 3, 2016 at www.cityotjohnston.com, Johnston City Hall, Johnston Public Works, and 
Johnston Public Library. 



OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Johnston, Iowa 
AGENDA COMMUNICATION 

June 6, 2016 
Work Session 

ITEM NO. W� �

SUBJECT: Speed limits along NW 78th Street, NW 100th 
Street and NW 107th Street 

ACTION REQUIRED: 
Ordinance 
Resolution 

SYNOPSIS 

Approval ·�5.
Receive/File 
Attorney Review 

The city has received concerns from residents in the northwest area 
regarding speed limits along NW I 00th Street, NW I 07th Street and NW 
78th Avenue. Concerns were expressed that the roads are posted for 
different speed limits which leads to driver confusion. There were also 
concerns that with the residential growth in the area, and lack of sidewalks, 
that the speed limits are too high. 

The current posted speed limits are (see attached map): 
• NW 100th Street from NW 70th A venue, north - 40 miles per hour
• NW 107th Street from NW 70th A venue to NW 78th A venue/NE

18th Street - 45 miles per hour
• NW 78th Avenue from NW 100th Street to Highway 141 - 35

miles per hour

The issue is further complicated in that portions of the streets are located in 
three different jurisdictions - Johnston, Grimes and Polk County. 

The issue was discussed at the January 19th city council work session and 
staff was directed to seek additional feedback from residents in the area. 
Staff attempted to receive feedback from residents in the following ways: 

• The notification for the March 3rd public meeting on the NW 70th
Avenue project, indicated the speed limit issue was going to be
discussed at the meeting,

• A survey was distributed at the March 3rd public meeting,
• The survey was posted on the city web site following the March

3rd public meeting.

Staff reported on the results of the survey at the April 4 work session. The 
City received 13 written responses, below is a summary of the responses: 

• All 13 responses agreed that it would be best to have a consistent
speed limit along NW 100th (north of 70th ), NW I 07th and NW
7 8th A venue,

• Eight of the respondents would prefer a 40 mile per hour speed
limit,

• Four of the respondents would prefer a 35 mile per hour speed
limit.
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